
RECOLLECTIONS
OF A STUDENT
NURSE FROM 1947

OUR UNIFORMS
Our uniforms were laundered by the hospital. The loose fitting
dress had tiny blue and white checks. The pinafores were in two
pieces. They were stiffly starched and pressed flat, and we
fastened the bib and apron together with button links and
plastic studs the nights before we were to wear them. They
were so stiff, they could literally stand up by themselves.

We also fastened the stiff white collar to the cotton dress, thus
changing it from soft, comfortable garment to a miserable stiff
binder around our necks. We rubbed bar soap around the fold
of the collar where it would be next to our rubbed raw.

Next morning we crossed the pinafore straps in the back of our
uniforms and fastened them to the waistband with more studs
or links, and the waistband fastened in the back by the same
method. Once our armour was donned, we were off for an
adventure day of working and learning.

THE CAPPING CEREMONY
The capping ceremony was the crowning touch of every student
nurse’s Freshman year. We had to serve our clinical duty at the
hospital “bareheaded” for several months before our capping,
and we really felt that we had earned those caps!

We received one stripe to place on the left side of our caps
during our Freshman year. Near the beginning of our Junior
year we were given a second stripe, and as we entered our
Senior year we held our heads high with three stripes on our
caps.


